abStract. A new species of Cyrtochilum from the isolated region of Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta in Colombia is described and illustrated, and compared with similar species. It is distinguished from other Cyrtochilum species by the violet color of the sepals and petals, in combination with the pandurate lip lamina with a large and protruding nose-like central callus keel.
During a past visit to the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (MSBG) in Sarasota, Florida, Mariano Ospina brought a large number of dried orchid specimens for identification purposes, mainly from the National Herbarium of Colombia (COL) in Bogotá. The herbarium batch consisted of species that today are placed in many different genera, including Cyrtochilum Kunth, Erycina Lindl., Heteranthocidium Szlach., Mytnik & Romowicz, Oncidium Sw., Otoglossum (Schltr.) Garay & Dunst., and Trichocentrum Poepp. & Endl. (the names of the genera vary depending on which taxonomist is consulted). During this project, which was a collaboration between Ospina and MSBG, I had the opportunity to analyze the material and encountered a Cyrtochilum species that was unknown to me. A drawing was made at the time of this unusual looking and most certainly quite attractive species. Eventually it became clear that it represented an undescribed species, which is described herein. etymology: Named in reference to the main color of the flower.
Cyrtochilum violaceum
Cyrtochilum violaceum is so far only reported from the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta region in northern Colombia. The poorly explored forests of this isolated mountain are likely to contain a large number of endemic species, both in the fauna and the flora. Several attractive orchid species have been described from there that are found nowhere else, such as Odontoglossum naevium Lindl., and O. nevadense. Rchb.f.
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